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The Sapphires
by Tony Briggs

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THEATRE ETIQUETTE

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE MUSICIANS

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY
ABOUT PLAYHOUSE THEATRE

ABOUT COMPANY B BELVOIR

THE SAPPHIRES - SYNOPSIS

A NOTE FROM THE WRITER

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

THE MUSICAL JOURNEY OF THE SAPPHIRES
INTERVIEW — LIGHTING DESIGNER

PRE- PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Music, War and The Sapphires

Background History: Context: The 1960s in context

Background History: The Vietnam War

Background Article: "Lord, we got a revival" Printed in The Age, September 18, 2009
Background Article: "Entertaining the troops” Printed in The Guardian, Saturday 24 Dec
2005

Background History: Wartime entertainers

Background History: Women entertain the troops

Background History: Aboriginal Life in the 1960’s

Background History: The Referendum

Background History: Interview with Tony Briggs

Background History: Interview: "Questions for Laurel Robinson

Background History: Review of original production in 2005

Background History: "The Sapphires honoured as best new Australian work for 2005”
Character Descriptions

The Form & Style

The Set Design

The Costume Design: By Tim Chappel

Publicity

As a Publicist

Social and Historical Contexts

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Immediate Reactions

Design Roles in The Sapphires

Drama Activities: Writing the review

Drama Activities: Directing The Sapphires

Drama Activities cont: Laban Energies and Dynamics
Drama Activities: Classroom Discussion/Response
Journal Questions/Responding

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
APPENDIX THREE — RESPONSE RUBRIC
SCRIPT EXCERPTS



The Swimming Club

by Hannie Rayson

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THEATRE ETIQUETTE

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY
ABOUT PLAYHOUSE THEATRE

ABOUT MELBOURNE THEATRE COMPANY
THE SWIMMING CLUB - SYNOPSIS

THE CHARACTERS

ABOUT THE WRITER — HANNIE RAYSON

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

. Background History: Excerpt from a speech by Hannie Rayson

. Background History: Interview with Director - Kate Cherry...

. Background History: Drama queen? Well, yes, and no: Interview with Writer —
Hannie Rayson

. Background History: Interview with Stephanie Bunbury —

Original Swimming Club member ...

Background History: Interview with John Waters

Baby Boomers — A Definition

Background History: List of Generations

Background History: Generation Y

Background History: Sappho

Background History: Molyvos

Background History cont: Fortune shines on gen X while baby boomers suffer
Background History cont: Baby boomers or bums

Background History: Australia turns back the clock to baby boomer era
Background History: Top 10 baby boomer challenges in the USA
Background History: Waterwise Activities

The Set Design by Christina Smith

Publicity

As a Publicist

Social and Historical Contexts

THE FORM & STYLE

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Immediate Reactions

English Activities:

Drama Activities: Design Roles in The Swimming Club
Drama Activities: Writing the review

Drama Activities: Monologue Work

Drama Activities cont: Laban Energies and Dynamics
Journal Questions

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
SCRIPT EXCERPTS
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The Shape of Things
by Neil LaBute

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THEATRE ETIQUETTE

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE DIRECTOR

THE CAST

THE CREATIVES

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY
ABOUT THE HOTBED ENSEMBLE

ABOUT PICA

THE SHAPE OF THINGS - SYNOPSIS
INTERVIEW — LIGHTING DESIGNER
INTERVIEW — STAGE MANAGER
INTERVIEW - ACTOR

THE FORM & STYLE

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Background History:

About Neil LaBute

Background History: Review

Background History: Society’s obsession with appearances
Background History: Cosmetic Medicine / Plastic Surgery
Background History: Plastic Surgery Statistics

The Set Design

The Costume Design

Publicity

As a Publicist

Social and Historical Contexts

Drama Activity: As an actor

Drama Activity: Character Status

English Activities: Before reading/viewing the play

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Immediate Reactions

Design Roles in The Shape Of Things

Drama Activities: Writing the review

Drama Activities cont: Laban Energies and Dynamics
Journal Questions

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
SCRIPT EXCERPTS



The Clean House
by Sarah Ruhl

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THEATRE ETIQUETTE

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY
ABOUT PLAYHOUSE THEATRE

THE CLEAN HOUSE - SYNOPSIS

ABOUT THE WRITER

THE CHARACTERS, SETTING &PLACE
INTERVIEW — ACTOR

INTERVIEW — COSTUME DESIGNER
INTERVIEW — SOUND DESIGNER

PRE PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES
Background History: 10 Reasons to Speak Portuguese

Background History: Surprising Cleaning Facts That Can Cut Your Weekly Cleaning

Time In Half

Background History: the worlds funniest joke
Background History: Introducing Brazil
Background History: Sarah Ruhl

Background History:

Reviews: Variety Theatre Review: The Clean House

Background History:
Background History:

Reviews cont...

Always Ready With a Joke, if Not a Feather Duster

A whimsical mixture of comedy, tragedy and realism handled with

a light touch

The Set Design

Costume Design

Publicity

As a Publicist

Social and Historical Contexts
THE FORM & STYLE

Crossword Research

Drama Activity: Accent work

Drama Activity: Writing Comedy

Humour in Drama

Drama Activity: Tableaux

Production Elements

English Activity: Humour

Immediate Reactions

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

English Activities: Joking and Humour

English Activities cont: Character and conflict

English Activities cont: Identity

Design Roles in The Clean House

Drama Activities: Writing the review

Drama Activities cont: Laban Energies and Dynamics
Journal Questions

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
APPENDIX FOUR — SCRIPT NOTES
SCRIPT EXCERPTS
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Twelfth Night
by William Shakespeare

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY

ABOUT PLAYHOUSE THEATRE

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

INTERVIEWS — ACTORS

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES: BACKGROUND HISTORY
TWELFTH NIGHT — KEY FACTS

TWELFTH NIGHT — CONTEXT

ABOUT THE WRITER

TWELFTH NIGHT — SYNOPSIS

TWELFTH NIGHT — THE SETTING

THE CONVENTIONS OF SHAKESPEAREAN ROMANTIC COMEDY
THE CHARACTERS

MEANING OF CHARACTER NAMES

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

THEMES, MOTIVES & SYMBOLS

INGREDIENTS OF THE COMEDY

NOTABLE QUOTES

BARNABY RICH

DEVELOPING A SENSE OF PLACE AND TIME FOR TWELFTH NIGHT
PAST REVIEWS

THE SET DESIGN BY CHRISTINA SMITH

THE COSTUME DESIGN BY ALICIA CLEMENTS
PUBLICITY

SOCIAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS

THE FORM & STYLE

ENGLISH ACTIVITIES: SHAKESPEARE’S WORLD
DRAMA ACTIVITIES: TABLEAUX

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

ENGLISH ACTIVITIES: THEMES & MOTIFS

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: IMMEDIATE REACTIONS

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: DESIGN ROLES IN TWELFTH NIGHT
DRAMA ACTIVITIES: WRITING THE REVIEW

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: LABAN ENERGIES AND DYNAMICS
DRAMA ACTIVITIES: CHARACTER JOURNEYS

STUDY QUESTIONS

SUGGESTED ESSAY TOPICS

JOURNAL QUESTIONS

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
SCRIPT EXCERPTS



Yellow Moon
by David Greig

FOR YOUR INFORMATIO

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY

ABOUT THE HOTBED ENSEMBLE

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

Synopsis

About the writer

The True Story of Stagger Lee: The Infamous Murder Ballad’s Roots in History
aha

The Setting — Inverkeithing

theatre desk Q&A: David Greig
Background History: Past Reviews

The Set Design

The Costume Design

Publicity

As a Publicist

Social and Historical Contexts

The Form & Style

Drama Activities: Tableaux

Drama Activities: As an actor

English Activities: Character and conflict

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

English Activities: Identity

Drama Activities: Immediate reactions

Drama Activities: Design roles in Yellow Moon
Drama Activities cont: Writing the review

Drama Activities cont: Laban Energies and Dynamics
Drama Activities cont: Character journeys

Journal Questions

Create a PMI table

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES
APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC
SCRIPT EXCERPTS



Madagascar
by J.T.Rogers

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

LINKS TO THE CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK AND DRAMA COURSE
THE CREATIVE TEAM

THE CAST

BLACK SWAN STATE THEATRE COMPANY

BLACK SWAN’S MOVE INTO THE STATE THEATRE CENTRE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ABOUT THE WRITER

INTERVIEW - WRITER

INTERVIEW - ACTOR

INTERVIEW — DESIGNER

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES: BACKGROUND HISTORY

SYNOPSIS

CHARACTERS

THE SETTING: ROME

THE SPANISH STEPS

FRAGMENTS OF THE GREAT ELEUSINIAN RELIEF

SIX SUITES FOR UNACCOMPANIED CELLO

VESTAL VIRGINS

MISSING: THE PAIN OF NOT KNOWING

AUSTRALIAN KEN THOMPSON CYCLES EUROPE in desperate search for his son
DAD KEN THOMPSON REUNITED WITH ABDUCTED SON ANDREW
MISSING PERSONS IN AUSTRALIA: an Australian institute of criminology study
REVIEWS OF PAST PRODUCTIONS

THE SET DESIGN

THE COSTUME DESIGN

PUBLICITY

SOCIAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXTS

THE FORM & STYLE

DRAMA ACTIVITIES

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Improvisations on themes in play

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: As an actor

DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Asking the fundamental questions

ENGLISH ACTIVITIES

POST PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES

o DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Immediate reactions

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Cross Reference pre/post performance
- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Play building- talk show/ soap opera

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Immediate Reactions

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Design roles in Madagascar

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Writing the review

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Character journeys

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Journal Questions

- DRAMA ACTIVITIES: Design roles in Madagascar

USEFUL LINKS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

APPENDIX ONE — TEACHING STRATEGIES

APPENDIX TWO — RESPONSE RUBRIC

APPENDIX THREE — RESPONSE RUBRIC

APPENDIX FOUR - PERSEPHONE AND HADES THE STORY
SCRIPT EXCERPTS



